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Market evolution: Steel pipe fittings (CN 7307) — 2015–
2025

Introduction

Steel pipe fittings (CN 7307), including flanges, elbows, couplings and sleeves, represent a

mature  industrial  supply  chain  central  to  energy,  construction  and  manufacturing.  The

European Union runs a consistent trade surplus in this sector. Over the period 2015‑2025,

EU trade has been reshaped by three dominant forces: a sharp upgrade in the unit value

of exports, a deepening import reliance on a handful of Asian suppliers, and a series of

price and volume shocks that  tested the resilience of  the bloc’s production base.  This

report quantifies those changes and their implications.

All figures are drawn from the EU trade dashboard for CN 7307.

1. The great premium shift: export value soars while
volumes contract

The headline in EU external trade is a decoupling of value and volume, particularly on the

export side. Exports have become markedly more high-value per kilogramme, whereas im‐

ports have grown in both volume and value with only a modest price increase.

EU exports are delivering far more value from far fewer tonnes

Between  2015  and  2025  the  value  of  extra‑EU  exports  rose  from  €2.62 billion  to

€3.19 billion (+22.1%),  while the quantity  shipped fell  from  383.6 thousand tonnes to

270.2 thousand  tonnes (−29.6%).  As  a  result,  the  average  export  price  surged  from

€6 821/tonne to €11 824/tonne (+73.3%).

The product mix reveals a shift toward high-end stainless and
special fittings

The value uplift is concentrated in the most sophisticated product segments. Looking at

the sub-headings via the product compare section:

Stainless steel tube or pipe fittings (730729) – the highest-value category – saw export

unit prices jump from €23 206/tonne (2015) to €41 956/tonne (2025).
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Other iron or steel fittings (730799), the largest export category by value, moved from

€9 505/tonne to €16 028/tonne.

Flanges of iron or steel (730791) rose from €3 123/tonne to €4 795/tonne.

This  gradient  confirms  that  EU  manufacturers  have  shifted  toward  specialised,

high‑performance components that command strong price premiums.

Imports grow in volume but show little price dynamism

Import  dynamics are the inverse. Import  value rose  from €1.31 billion to €2.07 billion

(+58.0%), driven by a volume increase from 289.5 thousand tonnes to 404.7 thousand

tonnes (+39.8%). The average import price moved only modestly from €4 525/tonne to

€5 114/tonne (+13.0%). Thus the EU is importing predominantly middle‑market and bulk

fittings, while upgrading its own export basket.

The trade surplus shrinks slightly but remains robust

The  extra‑EU trade  balance  stood  at  €1.31 billion in  2015  and  €1.13 billion in  2025

(−13.8%). The surplus has been compressed by the faster growth of imports, but the EU

remains a strong net exporter.

Indicator (EU external, CN 7307) 2015 2025 Change

Export value (€, bn) 2.62 3.19 +22.1%

Export volume (kt) 383.6 270.2 –29.6%

Export unit price (€/t) 6 821 11 824 +73.3%

Import value (€, bn) 1.31 2.07 +58.0%

Import volume (kt) 289.5 404.7 +39.8%

Import unit price (€/t) 4 525 5 114 +13.0%

Trade balance (€, bn) 1.31 1.13 –13.8%

Source: General trade overview.

2. Import dependence deepens: China’s grip tightens while
export destinations rebalance

The partner landscape reveals two contrasting trends: a growing concentration of imports

–  largely  dominated  by  China  –  and  a  gradual  diversification  of  export  markets,  with

explosive growth in the Middle East and Türkiye.
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Imports are increasingly concentrated, dominated by China

Among the top extra‑EU suppliers:

China saw  its  share  rise  further,  with  import  value  jumping  from  €541 million to

€991 million (+83.2%).

India and Türkiye also posted strong gains: India from €94.9 million to €183.6 million

(+93.6%), and Türkiye from €26.9 million to €74.0 million (+175.1%).

The  Herfindahl‑Hirschman  Index  (HHI)  for  import  value  rose  from  2 168 to  2 640

(+21.8%),  confirming a  more concentrated supply  base,  primarily  driven by  China’s

weight.

Exports are more diversified and shifting toward new growth poles

On the export side, the top partners show:

The  United  States remains  the  largest  destination  (€386 million  →  €521 million,

+34.8%)  and  the  United  Kingdom follows  closely  (€296 million  →  €414 million,

+39.8%).

The most dramatic expansions occurred in  Saudi Arabia (€98.9 million → €273.6 mil‐

lion, +176.7%) and Türkiye (€85.8 million → €211.8 million, +146.9%).

In  contrast,  exports  to  the  United  Arab  Emirates contracted  (€128.4 million  →

€100.4 million, −21.8%), and trade with Russia collapsed after 2022 (volumes fell from

11 871 tonnes in 2015 to essentially zero in 2025, visible in volatility data).

The export HHI rose only modestly, from 585 to  767 (+31.2%), remaining low overall,

indicating a well‑diversified export portfolio.

Partner Import 2015 (€ m) Import 2025 (€ m) Change

China 541.0 991.3 +83.2%

India 94.9 183.6 +93.6%

Türkiye 26.9 74.0 +175.1%

USA 181.7 234.4 +29.0%

Partner Export 2015 (€ m) Export 2025 (€ m) Change

USA 386.3 520.7 +34.8%

UK 296.3 414.2 +39.8%

Saudi Arabia 98.9 273.6 +176.7%

Türkiye 85.8 211.8 +146.9%

UAE 128.4 100.4 –21.8%

Source: Top partners by value.
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EU production remains large but has seen sharp fluctuations

EU‑level production volume moved from 871 thousand tonnes in 2015 to 896 thousand

tonnes in 2024, with a peak of  1 245 thousand tonnes in 2022. Production value, how‐

ever, almost doubled from  €3.35 billion to  €4.59 billion over the same period, mirroring

the export price upgrade. The net import reliance ratio stayed negative throughout, reach‐

ing –45.3% in 2024, meaning the EU remains a strong net exporter with growing self‑suffi‐

ciency.

3. Navigating turbulence: price shocks, capacity swings
and enduring resilience

The decade brought significant turbulence – from COVID‑era disruptions to commodity

price spikes – yet the EU’s trade in pipe fittings proved adaptable.

Several sharp price shocks tested import and export channels

The volatility analysis and shock detection reveal the following:

India  –  price  shock  (2022): a  45.5 %  price  surge  (abnormality  8.9)  amid  steady

volumes, likely reflecting input‑cost inflation and logistics bottlenecks.

United Kingdom – extreme price anomaly (2021): the average import price skyrock‐

eted by 222.4 % while quantity collapsed. This was caused by a one‑off surge in ex‐

pensive  low‑volume  shipments  during  post‑Brexit  adjustment  and  pandemic‑related

supply chain disruptions.

Russia  –  volume  collapse  (2022‑2025): export  volumes  to  Russia  fell  from  over

12 000 tonnes in 2015 to practically zero in 2025, a direct consequence of sanctions.

Mexico and Algeria both experienced notable price spikes in exports around 2022 and

2019 respectively, highlighting price volatility in niche markets.

Domestic capacity fluctuated but trade openness increased

EU  production volume varied, from a low of 871 kt (2015) to a spike of 1 245 kt (2022)

before falling back. Despite these swings, the trade intensity ratio (exports+imports/pro‐

duction) climbed from  58.2% to  82.3%, and the  export propensity (exports/production)

rose from 48.7% to 74.6% (2024 data). This means the EU sector has become more integ‐

rated into global markets while maintaining a net‑exporter position.
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The EU remains a net exporter with a resilient specialisation
pattern

By 2025, specialisation indices show Italy as the bloc’s most specialised reporter (RSCA

0.38), supported by strong roles for Poland, Denmark, Croatia and Estonia. This core of

specialised producers, coupled with a growing export propensity, underpins the EU’s ability

to upgrade its export basket even as import dependence on China rises.

Conclusion

EU trade in steel  pipe fittings between 2015 and 2025 is a story of  a structural  move

upmarket. Exports have transitioned towards high‑value stainless and specialised fittings,

driving unit prices up by 73% even as tonnages shrank. Imports, in contrast, expanded in

bulk  from  a  shrinking  set  of  suppliers,  above  all  China,  raising  concentration  risks.

Geopolitical and pandemic‑era shocks caused severe short‑term dislocations – notably the

Russian market shutdown and the UK price anomaly – but the EU’s net‑exporter status

and increased trade openness have been preserved. The policy challenge ahead will be

managing import dependence while continuing to nurture the high‑technology segments

that deliver premium export revenues.

Generated on 2026-07-28 based on data from tradedashboard.eu

Auto-generated report: it accelerates, and sometimes misleads, human analysis. It cannot

replace it in full.

If  you  need  advice  on  European  trade  policy,  or  representation  for  your  interests  in

Brussels, feel free to contact me at  support@tradedashboard.eu. You can find my CV at

this address.
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